
 

 

 
 

 

 
Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan Guide  

For Small Projects in Luzerne County 
                        

 

 

 

 
Conditions for use of this guide: 

¶ Total earth disturbance must be 0.5 acres or less to qualify. 

¶ Submissions not including a complete package (pages 1-17 of this document plus the 
DistrictΩs 2-page E&SCP Plan Review Application) will not be reviewed. 

¶ The District may request more detailed plans (i.e. engineered E&SPC plans), based on 
scope of earthwork being proposed. 

¶ Please include your municipal stormwater management permit application when 
submitting this guide to the District. 
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Introduction 

 
All earth disturbance activities in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are regulated by the requirements of 
the erosion and sediment pollution control regulations found in Title 25, Chapter 102 of the Pennsylvania 
Code.  All earth disturbance activities, including those that disturb less than 5,000 square feet, must 
implement and maintain Best Management Practices (BMPs) to control erosion and sediment pollution.    
 
A written Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control (E&SPC) Plan is required if one or more of the following 
apply:  the total area of disturbance is 5,000 square feet or greater, or if the activity has the potential to 
discharge to a water classified as a High Quality (HQ) or Exceptional Value (EV) water published in Chapter 93 
regulations (relating to water quality standards).  
 
This document is intended to assist in the development of an E&SPC Plan where the total area of earth 
disturbance is 5,000 square feet or greater and less than 21,780 square feet (half an acre) on slopes that are 
less than 10%.  Soils in the Luzerne County Soil Survey that meet the slope guidelines have a three-letter 
abbreviation that ends in either an A or B.  (example: AlB) 
 
Since some municipalities have local ordinances that require a written and approved E&SPC Plan even if the 
disturbance is less than 5,000 square feet, it is recommended you contact your local municipality to 
determine whether a written plan is required under a local ordinance. 
 
Other agencies, such as the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), may require an 
E&SPC Plan be submitted to the conservation district office for review prior to construction of projects that 
impact waterways or wetlands.  Please be aware that other federal, state and local approvals may be required, 
also.  Contact DEP and the local municipality in which the construction is to take place to check on their 
requirements. 
 
With this plan, homeowners and their earthmoving contractors should be able to develop an effective E&SPC 
plan for the grading of their lot, when conditions are as noted above.  This plan, along with guidance by the 
conservation district office, will satisfy the Chapter 102 E&SPC requirements of the Pennsylvania Code. 
 
If your project will disturb more than half an acre, please contact the Luzerne Conservation District office.  The 
Conservation District reserves the right to determine whether or not this guide is acceptable for any particular 
project, on a case by case basis. 
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E&SPC PLAN NARRATIVE 

 
Please complete all sections. 

 
1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 
A. Project Owner _____________________________________________________________ 

 
OwnerΩs Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 
OwnerΩs Phone _________________________   

 
B. Project Name ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Project Address ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Municipality ___________________________   
 
Has the municipality been contacted concerning this project?    _____Yes   ______ No   

(Please check with your local municipality regarding stormwater management, land development, and zoning 
requirements.) 

 
Have you included a municipal stormwater management permit application with this packet? _____Yes   ______ No       
 
LŦ άbƻέΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΥ                

 
Total Site Area ___________________________ (Acres or Square Feet) 
 
Total Area to be Disturbed _________________ (Acres or Square Feet) 
 
Description of Project              

 
                       
 
C. Person(s) responsible for construction and maintenance of erosion and sediment pollution controls during earth 

disturbance activities: 
 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________ 

 
D. For new home construction within a larger development, you should locate a copy of the approved Erosion and 

Sediment Pollution Control Plan for that subdivision.  
 
Name of Development _______________________________________________________ 
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2.  PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS  

 
 
A. Project Location/Topographic Map 
 

Please include a copy of a U.S. Geological Services (USGS) topographic map that includes the approximate 
location of your project site drawn on the sheet.  You can print a copy from your computer by accessing: 
http://mapper.acme.com/ (Type in your property address in the search box on the bottom left of the screen.  
¢ƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά¢ƻǇƻέ in the menu in the top right of the screen.  Zoom in as close as the program will let you, and 
ŎƭƛŎƪ άtǊƛƴǘέΦύ  IŀǊŘŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¦{D{ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƳŀǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 
 
 

B. Name of Nearest Watercourse __________________________________________________ 
(E.g. Toby Creek, wetland, roadside swale)  

 
Chapter 93 classification of streams or other water bodies ________________________  

(E.g. Cold Water Fishery (CWF), High Quality Cold Water Fishery (HQ-CWF), etc.) 
Please refer to item C. Chapter 93 Stream Classifications in the Appendix.  It is also recommended that you check 
for classification updates ƛƴ t! 59tΩǎ Existing Use Designations for PA Water Bodies list (found here: 
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Water/Drinking%20Water%20and%20Facility%20Regulation/WaterQualityPortalFile
s/Existing%20Use/EU%20table%20list.pdf ). 

 
Approximate Distance to Nearest Watercourse:    feet 
 

Note:  Earth disturbance or an obstruction or encroachment within 50 feet of a stream or other water of the 
Commonwealth may require additional permits or approvals by other agencies. 

 
  
C. Types, Slopes, & Locations of Soil: 

 
A soils map and soil characteristic information should be included with this guide.  It is recommended that the 
map and related information be created and printed using the USDA Web Soil Survey: 
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/.   

 
Are hydric soils or soils which may have hydric inclusions present on your site (see below)? _____Yes   ______ No   
 

Luzerne County Soils that are Hydric and/or have Hydric Inclusions:   
    

Alluvial Land Chenango Mardin Volusia 

Alvira Chippewa Morris Wayland 

Atherton Holly Muck Weikert 

Basher Kedron Oquaga  Wellsboro 

Bath Klinesville Pope Wurstboro 

Braceville Lackawanna Rexford Wyoming 

Buchanan Linden Shelmadine  

 
Note:  The presence of hydric soils may indicate that you have regulated wetlands on your property.  The PA 
DEP Factsheet titled CLUES TO WETLAND IDENTIFICATION: QUESTIONS FOR DEVELOPERS, CONTRACTORS, 
SURVEYORS, FARMERS AND LAND OWNERS (included at the end of this guide) will help in identifying if 
wetlands are available on your site.  It is recommended that earth disturbance and construction activities be 
planned well away from possible wetlands.  Impacts to wetlands will likely require additional permits or 

http://mapper.acme.com/
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/CleanWater/WaterQuality/Pages/ExistingUse.aspx
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Water/Drinking%20Water%20and%20Facility%20Regulation/WaterQualityPortalFiles/Existing%20Use/EU%20table%20list.pdf
http://files.dep.state.pa.us/Water/Drinking%20Water%20and%20Facility%20Regulation/WaterQualityPortalFiles/Existing%20Use/EU%20table%20list.pdf
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/
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approvals by other agencies.  A wetland delineation by an environmental consultant is recommended if hydric 
soils are present and project activities are planned in or near possible wetlands.   

 
 
D. Site Drainage & Runoff: 

 
Prior to the start of the project, does offsite or upslope drainage exist? _______________________  

(E.g. existing pipes, drainage swales, etc. that that discharge to or flow on/through the property) 
 
Will runoff from above the project site present problems or need to be controlled during construction?   

_____Yes   ______ No  
 

Will the completion of your project increase storm water runoff volume or channelize stormwater runoff?  
_____Yes   ______ No  

 
 
bƻǘŜΥ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ / ƻǊ 5 ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊǳƴƻŦŦ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 9ϧ{t/ tƭŀƴΦ 

 
Please include your stormwater management permit application for controlling post construction stormwater per 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ Stormwater Management Ordinance. 
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DESCRIPTION OF EROSION AND SEDIMENT  
POLLUTION CONTROL MEASURES 

 
The following standard Best Management Practice (BMP) drawings (Sections A-G) have been provided to assist 
you in fulfilling the requirements of this plan.  If you plan to use any of these recommended BMPs, please 
check the appropriate boxes for each Section and show the location on the sketch plan.  If you plan to use 
alternative BMPs, you must provide drawings showing the details and specifications. 
 
 
A.  Compost Filer Sock                        

  
           Will this BMP be used?  Yes____  No____ 
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B.  Filter Fabric Fence 

 
 

Will this BMP be used?  Yes____  No____ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

STANDARD CONSTRUCTION DETAIL #18 
Rock Filter Outlets 

 

 
UP-SLOPE FACE 

Sediment must be removed when accumulations reach 
1/3 the height of the outlet. 
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C.  Straw Bale Barrier 

 
 
Will this BMP be used?  Yes____  No____ 
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D.  Stabilized Rock Construction Entrance 

 
The purpose of this is to remove mud from tires and keep it from being tracked onto public roadway.  
Construction entrance thickness shall be constantly maintained to the specified dimensions by adding rock. 

 
 Will this BMP be used?  Yes___  No____ 
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E.  Disturbed Area Stabilization (Indicate below as appropriate.) 

 
Prior to the completion of the project, state regulations require that the project site be permanently stabilized 
with a minimum uniform, perennial 70% vegetative cover or other permanent non-vegetative cover with a 
density sufficient to resist accelerated erosion.  Descriptions of revegetation should include the seeding mixture 
to be used, top soil application, lime, fertilizer and mulch application rates.  Cessation of activity for at least 4 
days requires temporary stabilization. 

 
(TEMPORARY)  SPECIES:______________________________________________ 

% PURE LIVE SEED: ____________________________________% 
APPLICATION RATE: _____________________________LB./ACRE 
TYPE: ________________________________(X-X-X) 
FERTILIZER APPL. RATE:_________________________ LB./ACRE 
LIMING RATE: ___________________________________T./ACRE 
MULCH TYPE:___________________________________________ 
MULCHING RATE: ________________________________T./ACRE 

 
(PERMANENT)   SPECIES:_______________________________________________ 

% PURE LIVE SEED: _____________________________________% 
APPLICATION RATE:_____________________________ LB./ACRE 
FERTILIZER TYPE: _________________________________(X-X-X) 
FERTILIZER APPL. RATE: _________________________LB./ACRE 
LIMING RATE: ____________________________________T./ACRE 
MULCH TYPE:___________________________________________ 
MULCHING RATE: ________________________________T./ACRE 
ANCHOR MATERIAL:______________________________________ 
ANCHORING METHOD:____________________________________ 
RATE OF ANCHOR MATERIAL APPL.: _______________LB./ACRE 
SEEDING SEASON DATES:_________________________________ 

  

 


